The Case for SUNY Downstate

Closing SUNY Downstate would significantly harm community health,
deepening disparities and straining neighboring hospitals. Retaining core
services, while optimizing capacity and modernizing infrastructure, is the

most effective path forward to sustain equitable healthcare access for

Brooklyn’s most vulnerable residents.
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SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University Must Stay Open!

SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University is a vital lifeline for Central Brooklyn, addressing
health disparities, chronic conditions, and systemic inequities for underserved populations.
Closure or significant inpatient service reductions would harm community health, increase
mortality rates, overwhelm nearby hospitals already at capacity, and devastate the medical school.
A strategic plan to reduce bed capacity from 342 to 250, combined with targeted
investments in modernization and strengthened services will ensure a healthier future
for Kings County’s 2.7 million residents.

Downstate Background & Patient Care

Located in East Flatbush, SUNY Downstate is Given the community’s healthcare needs,
Brooklyn’s only academic medical center, Downstate plays a crucial role in Brooklyn’s
combining health education, research, and healthcare landscape.

patient care. Certified for 342 beds by the NYS

Department of Health, it operates three

extension clinics for outpatient services.

Downstate is home to the University Hospital

of Brooklyn (UHB), offering a full range of

inpatient and outpatient services.

Downstate also houses several educational
institutions, including the College of
Medicine; College of Nursing, School of
Health Professions, and School of Public
Health. More than 800 physicians work across
53 specialties, supported by approximately
3,000 healthcare professionals.







